CHAPTER II
THE ESSENES
I
what we know or them.   the name
I
T is clear, at the outset, that the position of the Essenes is
quite different from that of the three groups dealt with in
the previous chapter.1
Although our information concerning them is neither com-
plete nor satisfactory,2 we have enough evidence to be able
to draw certain useful conclusions. Our sources are limited
to a score of passages from Josephus,3 a brief mention by the
Elder Pliny,4 and a short work generally attributed to Philo
and known as Quod omnis probus liber.5 What may be gathered
from Christian literature adds little to the knowledge gained from
these three groups of documents,6 and, strangely enough, there
is no mention of the Essenes either in the Jewish canonical or
Deuterocanonical writings, or in the Biblical apocrypha, or in
Rabbinical literature.7 Careful examination of these various
1	Bibliography in LXXV, ii, 556 ff., andinDACL, art, Cenobitisme, coL
3059 ff.   See in particular LXXV, ii, 556-84 ; CCLH, 311 ff.; CCLXXVI,
i, 149-71 ;   Kaufmann, Esseni, in JE, v (1903);   Chr. Bugge, Zum
Essaerproblem, in ZNW, xiv (1913), 135 ff.; W.Bauer, EssenerwPauty-
Wissoyca-Kroll; ERE, supplement iv, 386-440 ; GCLXXVHI, ii, 393 ff.;
CCLXXVH, 264-93;   CCLm,  chap, xxiv;   CCLXXIH,  116-33;   LI,
307 jff., which gives a translation of the texts;   CCLXXII, 297 #
2	EB, art. Essenes (Jiilicher), § 1;   CCLXXVH, 264 ff.
3	Especially B.J., ii, 8, 2-13; Ant.9 xviii, 1, 5, though there are some
discrepancies.	4 Hist. Nat., v, 17, 4.
5 Quod omnis, 12-13; §§ 75-91 of Cohn's edition, vi. Josephus and
Philo appear to have used the same source. For the place occupied by
the Quod omnis in Philo's works, cf. CCLXX7E; 264, n. 3. The authen-
ticity of the work is discussed in CCLXXVI, i, 154.
e Eusebius, Praepar. Evangel, viii, 11, probably owes something to
Philo's lost Apologia. The testimony of Philosophumena, 9, and
Epiphanius, Haeres, 19, is second or even third hand.
7 There is one exception: one of the tractates of the Mishnah
(Sheqalim, v, 6) mentions among the buildings formerly attached to the
Temple the Hall of the Hassalm ('Eaotiot, 'Eacwol). Cf. CCLXXVI!5 267
and n, 5.
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